MESSAGES
THE FUTURE OF GREECE

A message to M. Papandreou, the Prime Minister of Greece.   May i, 1944.

I AM very glad you have shown the firmness of character required
to act as Prime Minister of Greece during this period when her
light among the nations has been dimmed. His Majesty's Government
will give you all support in your supreme task and duty of directing
all Greek forces against the common foe, who may, at any time, begin
to reel or retreat. We have made our position as the Ally of Greece,
and one of her oldest friends, abundantly clear. The Nazi tyrant
must be destroyed or expelled from the country.

After this has been done and reasonable tranquillity restored, at
the earliest moment the Greek nation, free from foreign interference of
all kinds, will choose the form of democratic government under which
they wish to live, whether it be a monarchy or a republic. The King
is the servant of his people. I am sure he has no wish to force himself
upon the Greek nation. Having begun the war against Italy in a
victorious manner, he is now bound in honour to fight it through to
the end against the Germans. No one has a constitutional right to
stand between him and this duty.

We are responsible during the war for maintaining good relations
with the Egyptian sovereign Power whom we have protected against
all German and Italian assaults. In the advent of solemn events in
the military field, we cannot allow sporadic disorders to break out
among the Greek forces in Egypt, who have been constitutionally placed
under the Supreme Allied Commander in the Mediterranean. We
shall not hesitate to take any measures necessary for the performance
of our duty. It is the Greek nation, not small bodies of soldiers,
sailors and politicians resting under our shield, who will decide the
future. A free, independent, prosperous and happy Greece would be
dear to the British heart. We judge every Greek of every class and1
party according as they help to rescue the soil of Greece from the
Hitlerite foe.

You haye set yourself to face the perils and the toils of leading as
Prime Minister a renewed attack by Greece on Germany whereby
those ancient glories which were revived so recently as 1941 shall not
cease to shine. In this task you will have our persevering and powerful
support. Your watchwords should be " The union of all against the
common foe," "The cleansing of the land from foreign butchers,"
" Free choice by the Greeks themselves of the government under which
they wish to live."